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Hayabusa Mission Achievement

The highlight was the key note speech on the Hayabusa space aircraft and sample
return story. Dr. Junichiro Kawaguchi was the project manager for the mission
achievement and is now a program director at JAXA (the Japan Aerospace Exploration
Agency). We were honored to hear a splendid challenge story directly from the leader.
The mission was launched in 9 May 2003, and the sample loaded capsule from the
asteroid Itokawa was retrieved in a South Australian desert in 13 June 2010.

The flight distance was covered over six billion kilometers journey to and back in 7
years. Autonomous cruising system and sensors were significant for piloting the
spaceship. It is driven by ion engines with solar panels. The return to earth was delayed
by three years due to damaged thrusters, panels, batteries, navigational failures etc.
Many precious lessons were learned, and the following points were emphasized for
mission achievement. Should good scenario be written, a fifty percent of the job could be
finished. Technology is of course important, but team spirits is even more important to
overcome problems for pursuing solutions. Inspiration for innovation is critical, because

it would lead to a higher position opening a new horizon.



